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Aerial photograph of the Tintoria Pessina 

An aerial photograph of the Tintoria (Dyeworks) Ambrogio Pessina, an 
imposing factory no longer extant that dealt with dyeing, printing and 
finishing, hangs on the wall to the left of the exit. 

Dating back to the 1950s the photo, printed on paper now turned a shade of 
sepia and encased in a rectangular wooden frame, shows signs of age with its 
time-worn edges and texture slightly stained with humidity.  At the top printed 
in block letters reads the caption: S.A. Tintoria Pessina - Como. 

The photograph shows the industrial complex divided into two main sections, 
divided by the river Cosia, that diagonally crosses the image from lower left to 
upper right. In the lower section several important buildings are recognizable.  
The first is the House of the Employees, a compact and sturdy structure 
designed to lodge workers: a common practice at the time for large industrial 
companies. Next to it, stands a taller building dedicated to bonding, a 
fundamental phase to strengthen the warp before weaving.  

On the other side of the river, in the top left section of the photo, lies the more 
operational part of the plant: here there is a succession of buildings of various 
shapes and sizes, organized for maximum efficiency. Towards the back were 
the places dedicated for dyeing, while to the left stands the multi-story 
building where printing took place.  

A very high smokestack stands out, evidence of the era’s use of combustible 
fuels, from which a thin column of smoke rises. 

At the top right of the photo extends a large tract of undeveloped land, today 
occupied by the buildings of the Silk Factory School of Insubria University. 
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The morphological description, drafted and validated in June 2025 and certified by 
DescriVedendo, was produced by the DescriVedendo Team with the National 
Association of Partially Sighted People, in collaboration with the students of the Paolo 
Carcano Silk Institute of Como, as part of the Rotary Club Como Baradello’s Global 
Grant project “Augmented Reality,” carried out in partnership with RealXReal. 


