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DescriVedendo
Finishing Room
The Silk Museum of Como

Moire machine

Continuing along the front wall of the entrance, we find the Moire machine,
used to create a particular decorative effect on fabric called ‘moire’, indicating
a wavy pattern with reflections of light that is very elegant and distinctive.

The machine is almost 2 meters (6.5 feet) high, 1.6 meters (5.2 feet) long,
and 75 cm. (2.4 feet) wide. It's made of wood and is set vertically like a big
frame.

Before being inserted into the machine, the fabric is carefully folded tautly and
in half lengthwise. During the processing the fabric is guided through a series
of rollers. The electric motor, set on the left, activates a system of gears that
permits the rollers and fabric to move.

Midway in the processing is an important machine, the laminar support
structure, composed of two wooden slats fitted on which two dentated blades
called ‘regoli’ (adjusters) are fitted. When the fabric passes between them,
they displace the weft threads slightly, creating the famous moiré effect, a play
of light and shadow formed by the reflections of light on the tousled threads.

In the lower part of the machine is a wooden container, above which are
positioned several horizontal rollers, called ‘subbi’ or beams, over which the
fabric is passed during processing. One person checks that the fabric is well-
aligned while the other follows its passage to ensure the decorative motif is
applied correctly.
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The morphological description, drafted and validated in June 2025 and certified by
DescriVedendo, was produced by the DescriVedendo Team with the National
Association of Partially Sighted People, in collaboration with the students of the Paolo
Carcano Silk Institute of Como, as part of the Rotary Club Como Baradello’s Global
Grant project "Augmented Reality,” carried out in partnership with RealXReal.
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