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Nanterme: Wrapping/winding machine  

 

To the left of the Shrinkage Ruler is the wrapping/winding machine named 
‘Nanterme’.  

   The ‘Nanterme’ is a big machine used by the textile industry to quality 
control the fabric. It’s about 2.5 meters (8.2 feet) long, 1.7 meters (5.5 feet) 
high, and 1.5 meters (4.9 feet) wide.  It’s made of iron, steel and wood, 
materials that guarantee solidity and durability.  

At the top is a big horizontal, rubber-coated roller (also called ‘warp beam’), 
that guides and keeps the fabric stretched during inspection.  At the left end of 
the roller there’s a toothed ring, a graduated disc that precisely measures the 
length of the fabric being processed.  

Under the main roller, there are other smaller rollers in a staggered 
arrangement and an inclined, wooden plane over which the fabric passes. This 
allows the operator to carefully examine the fabric while it moves, for defects, 
such as broken threads, holes or variations in the weaving. 

The machine is powered by a pedal-controlled, electric motor located on the 
right side that allows the operator to regulate the speed at which the fabric 
moves. 

When a defect is discovered, the operator marks it with a colored thread, or – 
if the problem is very serious - removes the damaged part so that it’s not 
included with saleable fabric.  In this way the customer is guaranteed that the 
fabric is perfect.  
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The morphological description, drafted and validated in June 2025 and certified by 
DescriVedendo, was produced by the DescriVedendo Team with the National 
Association of Partially Sighted People, in collaboration with the students of the Paolo 
Carcano Silk Institute of Como, as part of the Rotary Club Como Baradello’s Global 
Grant project “Augmented Reality,” carried out in partnership with RealXReal. 


