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Portrait of Gaetano Pessina 

On the wall of the room to your left upon entering hangs a portrait of Gaetano 
Pessina (1858-1930), a work by the painter, A. Zambelli. The oil painting on 
canvas in a vertical rectangular frame is executed in a realistic style with 
delicate and subtle brushstrokes.  

Against a dark and undefined background, the half-length figure of the 
industrialist from Como is portrayed frontally in a composed pose. His face, 
framed by short white hair, shows signs of aging: his fair complexion reveals 
fine lines on his forehead, around his eyes and along the sides of his mouth. 
Thick, dark eyebrows frame two deep-set, intensely brown eyes. His nose is 
straight, his lips are thin and slightly curved in a hint of a smile, partially 
covered by a thick gray moustache. 

He’s wearing a simple brown coat, probably made of heavy fabric, buttoned up 
to his neck, around which a white shirt collar can be seen.  From the 
perspective of the observer, warm, diffused lighting comes from the right in 
the painting and brings out the features of Pessina’s face, with most of the 
light falling on his left profile and leaving the right in faint shadow. The color 
tones of the work are warm and earthy, evoking a calm and collected mood. 
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The morphological description, drafted and validated in June 2025 and certified by 
DescriVedendo, was produced by the DescriVedendo Team with the National 
Association of Partially Sighted People, in collaboration with the students of the Paolo 
Carcano Silk Institute of Como, as part of the Rotary Club Como Baradello’s Global 
Grant project “Augmented Reality,” carried out in partnership with RealXReal. 


