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Selvage stamping machine

Continuing on the left along the wall of the pleating machine, we find the
selvage stamping machine.

It was used in the past to imprint information on fabrics, in particular, on their
selvage, i.e. the thin strip found at the edges of the fabric which is usually
removed before tailoring. This instrument indicated the composition of the
fabric or the producer’s name. Nowadays, this information is provided on the
label and shipping documents, but in some cases, above all for high quality
fabrics, the information is imprinted directly on the material.

The machine sets on a metal platform about 120 cm (3.9 feet) high supported
by a metal tripod for stability. A pedal at the center of the base activates the
machine.

Above the vertical stand there a flat, square base where the selvages are
positioned for stamping. This surface is covered with a little rectangle of felt
that helps to hold the fabric in place during the printing.

The press is found at the top of the sand, above the felt-covered base covered.
When the pedal is pressed, the press lowers the stamp and imprints the text
onto the selvage. The stamp is a little rectangle with raised letters that are
upside down and arranged backwards, i.e. incised so that they are legible
when pressed onto the fabric. When the pedal is released, the press
automatically returns to its initial position, ready to be used again.

On the sides of the press are two rollers that contain a metallic strip on which
a layer of ground aluminum or bronze mixed with thick paste is applied, so the
material adheres firmly to the fabric. When the press is lowered, the stamp
prints and simultaneously transfers the golden material from the strip onto the
selvage, making the print visible and permanent.



Two operators are needed for the processing. One slides the selvage under the
stamp, positioning it each time to ensure that the press prints correctly and
uniformly, while the second presses the foot pedal to activate the press. This

method guarantees a precise and unvarying print all along the length of the
fabric.
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The morphological description, drafted and validated in June 2025 and certified by
DescriVedendo, was produced by the DescriVedendo Team with the National
Association of Partially Sighted People, in collaboration with the students of the Paolo
Carcano Silk Institute of Como, as part of the Rotary Club Como Baradello’s Global
Grant project "Augmented Reality,” carried out in partnership with RealXReal.
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