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Technical floor plan of the Tintoria Pessina  

At eye-level on the right wall with respect to the entrance is a simply framed, 
detailed, historic and technical floor plan of the Tintoria Pessina, the textile 
factory in Como where the Palmer, as well as most of the other machinery 
displayed, comes from. It’s a vintage floorplan, printed on paper and yellow 
with age, which shows the internal layout of the industrial spaces: the rooms 
used for washing, drying, sizing and finishing. The lines, thin and precise, are 
drawn in India ink in the meticulous style of industrial blueprints of the early 
1900s. 

At the bottom of the floorplan are drawn the areas for rope dyeing and yarn 
dyeing. Further to the right on the bottom is indicated the area where the silk 
is cleaned before dyeing, a fundamental step to eliminate natural impurities.  

The left side of the floor plan shows the building where printing took place. 
Behind this area were located the boilers, an essential part of the plant which 
generated the steam that powered most of the machinery. 
The center of the floor plan indicates that the fabrics were dyed and finished in 
a multistory building with the Palmer located on the top floor, star of the final 
phase of the process, conferring the finishing touches to the fabric. 

Finally, the top of the floor plan designates where the workers lived, a tangible 
sign of the social structure that centered around the textile industry.  
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The morphological description, drafted and validated in June 2025 and certified by 
DescriVedendo, was produced by the DescriVedendo Team with the National 
Association of Partially Sighted People, in collaboration with the students of the Paolo 
Carcano Silk Institute of Como, as part of the Rotary Club Como Baradello’s Global 
Grant project “Augmented Reality,” carried out in partnership with RealXReal. 


