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The shrinkage ruler

Exiting from the entrance of the room and proceeding clockwise around the
Palmer leads you to a special instrument: the shrinkage ruler.

This instrument is placed horizontally on a surface about 60 cm (23.5 in.) high.
Its wooden, rectangular base is about 60 cm (23.6 inches) long and 30 cm
(11.8 in.) high. At the center of the base there’s a metal plate with two side
handles. These handles turn a metallic cylinder hidden inside, around which a
sheet of sturdy paper is wrapped, printed with long sequences of numbers.

On the front of the machine is a series of little, moveable metallic tabs, each
engraved with a number from 2 to 22. These tabs slide back and forth along a
guide rail used for measuring. A metal bar positioned behind them hold them
in place while the machine is in operation. The numbers printed on the paper
wrapped around the cylinder can be seen through a small window in this bar.

This shrinkage ruler was used to calculate how much of the fabric had shrunk
after dyeing. It was easy to use: the handles rotated the cylinder until the line
with the fabric’s original length appeared in the little window. Then, the new
lenght after the dyeing was compared to the number that originally appeared
in the window of the fore-mentioned bar. The corresponding tab was then
moved to indicate the shrinkage, i.e. how much the fabric had shrunk during
processing.
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The morphological description, drafted and validated in June 2025 and certified by
DescriVedendo, was produced by the DescriVedendo Team with the National
Association of Partially Sighted People, in collaboration with the students of the Paolo
Carcano Silk Institute of Como, as part of the Rotary Club Como Baradello’s Global
Grant project "Augmented Reality,” carried out in partnership with RealXReal.
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