
 

 

 
 

DescriVedendo 
“IN-DEPTH FOCUS ON THE DECORATION ON THE SHUTTER” 

 

“Caron ferries Aeneas across the Styx” 
 

PALAZZO LITTA 
 

Advancing a few steps along the runner and positioning oneself near the large 
central chandelier, on the right one can observe a gilded relief decoration 
placed on the left shutter of the French door. The relief depicts the episode – 
taken from the sixth book of the Aeneid – of Charon inviting Aeneas to board 
the boat to cross the River Styx. 
The format of the decoration is 1 meter in height by 60 cm in width. The relief 
occupies the lower part of the panel, surrounded by a frame of “rocaille” 
volutes, that is, ornamental motifs typical of Rococo, rich in waves, shells, 
arabesques and other figures. 
The material is carved wood with the addition of gold leaf. 
The subject, in the lower part of the shutter, depicts on the left Charon, 
infernal boatman, standing on the boat on the River Styx. He calls Aeneas, 
who stands on the shore at the center of the scene. On the right, a ruined arch 
and the presence of Cerberus, the three-headed infernal dog, indicate that the 
hero has now crossed the threshold leading to the realm of the dead. 
Charon appears as a robust figure, standing on the boat, with the body slightly 
leaning forward, while the long wavy beard frames the face carved in full and 
compact features. The left arm advances decisively into space, in a firm and 
assertive gesture, almost an order imparted to Aeneas. The right remains 
closer to the body, as if to balance the movement. The short cloak wraps 
around his torso in broad and irregular folds, with a flap fluttering behind his 
shoulders as if moved by the wind, leaving visible the solid legs, one set back 
to give stability, the other projected toward the prow. 
The boat that supports him is small and simple, seen in three-quarter view, 
with the prow slightly raised orienting the scene to the right. Beneath it a few 
engraved wavy lines indicate barely stirred water. 
Aeneas stands on the right shore with the body slightly leaning forward, as if 
about to cross the space that separates him from the boat. The torso is erect, 
the head, protected by a helmet, inclined backward toward Charon in a gesture 
of listening.  



 

 

The hero’s cloak descends from the shoulder in a soft drapery that 
accompanies the movement and reveals the short tunic and the well-shaped 
legs, one set back, the other projected in a step just begun. 
From above, over the two characters, hangs a golden myrtle branch, sacred to 
Proserpina, which allows Aeneas to access the underworld. 
Next to Aeneas the ruined arch shows an irregular curve, composed of uneven 
stones. From it, on the right, emerges Cerberus, the three-headed infernal 
dog. 
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The morphological description, drafted according to the DescriVedendo method 
and certified following the validation process completed in February 2026, was 
produced by the DescriVedendo Team in collaboration with the Associazione 

Nazionale Subvedenti and the  Direzione regionale Musei nazionali Lombardia. 
 


