
 

 

 
 
 

DescriVedendo 
“IN-DEPTH FOCUS ON AN OVERDOOR PAINTING” 

 
“Mercury brings the golden apple to Paris 

 

PALAZZO LITTA 
 

Finally, we describe the canvas located above the exit door of the hall. It is 
advisable to position oneself on the runner between the large central 
chandelier and the exit door. 

 This overdoor scene, an oil painting set within a sumptuous gilded frame, 
depicts a crucial moment of Greek mythology, identified as Mercury (Hermes) 
bringing the golden apple to Paris. 
The composition is dominated by a dark and somber atmosphere, typical of 
Baroque or Rococo painting, which focuses attention on the figures, in this 
case semi-nude. 

 The character seated in the foreground at the lower right is Paris. He is 
portrayed with the torso and head leaning forward, the naked body covered 
only by an intense blue drapery that from the right shoulder descends over the 
hips, creating a strong chromatic contrast with the dark background and the 
light flesh tone. His gaze is directed upward, toward the figure descending 
from the sky. His right hand extends to receive the golden apple offered to 
him. 

 The figure descending in flight from the sky at the upper left is Mercury 
(Hermes), the messenger of the gods. His pose is extremely dynamic and 
contorted, typical of aerial and divine representations, with the legs turned 
upward. He is almost completely nude and is handing a spherical and golden 
object to Paris: the Apple of Discord. At the upper right, half reclining among 
the dark clouds, appears the figure of Jupiter (Zeus). He, supreme deity, 
separated from the main scene and placed among the clouds, has a mature 
appearance, with a long white beard, and a drapery that, moved by the wind, 
rises behind his back.  

 



 

 

 

Looking at the scene below him, he orders Mercury to deliver the apple to 
Paris, extending his right arm downward and indicating with his index finger 
the fruit of discord. 
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The morphological description, drafted according to the DescriVedendo method 
and certified following the validation process completed in February 2026, was 
produced by the DescriVedendo Team in collaboration with the Associazione 

Nazionale Subvedenti and the  Direzione regionale Musei nazionali Lombardia. 
 


