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DescriVedendo
“IN-DEPTH FOCUS ON A MIRROR”

PALAZZO LITTA

We describe the third mirror clockwise starting from the entrance into the hall,
the first on the long wall facing the courtyard. Advancing a few steps along the
runner and positioning oneself near the large central chandelier, on the left is
the mirror in question.

The frame, superimposed on the mirror itself, is in carved and gilded wood,
worked with extreme refinement: in the lower part one notices a complex
interweaving of volutes, "C”-shaped curls, vegetal branches and small
undulating motifs, which develop horizontally. The lateral uprights consist of
slender vertical elements, also gilded and with volute motifs and small
crumpled leaves; the decoration becomes richer toward the top with more
sinuous and asymmetrical curvatures. The upper culmination is particularly
elaborate. At the center stands a high-relief scene, representing one of the
most touching and foundational episodes of Roman mythology: the flight of
Aeneas from burning Troy. At the center dominates the heroic figure of
Aeneas, immortalized in the act of carrying on his shoulders the elderly
bearded father, Anchises, who clings to his son in a pose of trusting surrender.
The entire composition is set in a scenario of ruins, suggested by collapsing
structures and hints of flames and destruction visible on the left. On the right,
completing the family nucleus, a smaller figure, the young son Ascanius,
stands beside the two protagonists and is held by the hand by Aeneas. At the
sides of the scene, two putti seated in harmonious pose on a base made of
shells and waves.
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The morphological description, drafted according to the DescriVedendo method
and certified following the validation process completed in February 2026, was
produced by the DescriVedendo Team in collaboration with the Associazione
Nazionale Subvedenti and the Direzione regionale Musei nazionali Lombardia.
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